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Dinbetes checks may
work by cellphone

& Scottsdale skart-up com-
pary, MedApps Inc., de
vedops a software system
that analyzes diabatas pa
timrt data s=nk wirele=sshy
rein & celghoms to 3 cankra
server, Business. O
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B Jiabetes

=  from adistance

becomes easier with its new wireless system

o Scottsdale firm hﬂpes checking glucose levels

Patlerit checks blood
By Andrew Johnson “The
sugar, and software in THE ARCTONA REFDBEIC .Sﬂmn
glucs=-monitoring b CLd e e o
i oftware that relies on wireless tech- j f
davice transmitsin T T e paszively in the
:ﬂ'ﬂm:t: the pa- data from their cellphenes tpan ontine  Dackground, If
s cellphons, sarver that checks their blood-gugar you're doing fine,

"

Leved in about to be tested by & Scatta-
clinbe s BlsTTLp amy.

The sy=tem gets the Trvem & dinketes
thent's glucase-monttoring devios and sends i e
his or bar cellphone. MedApps Inc. plans to be
gin a pilot study of fte D-FAL system with 50
Medicare and Medicaid recipients in Pennsy]-
vaniad in the next fow weeks,

15 & patient’s glacose evel is shove or balow
his dector-recommended range, an aulomsibed
vobce.raspanss unit will call and nsk the patient
FRE-0r-n0 queéstions ahout hie or her diet, excr
cise, medication intake snd other behanior,

The informstion meay be forwardoe d 1o 8 ousse
call cemter ar the patieats physician.

“The systel monilors you pas-

Cellphone sends

sively in the background,™ said
information ta MedApps  Prosident  and
Meddpps Inc’s Chiel’ Execurlve Officer
anline server, Kent Dicks. “If pou're do- 8

©

H & patient's ghucose
leeval ks ouk of dactor-
recommendied ranges,
an avtomated voice-
mespo e undt vwill call
ta ask the patient
questians. Patient’s
ENsWers delbarming
whether thess will
be any medical
falloe-up,

g ‘fee, it leaves oo
alone, I you're pot, it may
cnll you and ask you =
wu:plu of questions like,
‘I saw vou had & low
pressure. Did you |

o -

e -

Sew ARETES Tage 12 ’ '
b -

it leaves you alone.
If you're not, it
mxy call your and
ask you @ couple
of questions,”

Hent Dicks
(pletured below)

Meddpps pridnt amd
ohief ewerutive offier

SUFRHRE TTARRS
THF LE 20,
IEFLBLUC




‘Today’s focus:

INNOVATO

Etarting or growing a Business? Reporter
Andresw Johnson covers your world in fis

new Entrepransurs Hog. Go to wane.
and click on
“Braminess Blog=."

Scottsdale firm developing
system to monitor diabetes

DIARETES
Cantimwesd from If
lake your medication today? Did you
Exercise?’ ™

Patient monitoring

D-PAL 15 just one example of what
meslical-dlevice compemies are doing to
use remale patient monitoring

The concapt bae gainesd glesm in re-
cent yoars as federal lawmakers niwd
hienlth care providers iy o curb riging
medical costs. The idea is that costs will
decrease i patients repalarly monioes
allments and take better care of their
hesalth.

Medical expenses For people with di-
Abedes were 2.4 imes higher than for
those withaut dinbetes in 2002, accord-
gyt Bl labeat data available From the
Ameriesn Diabetes Assoclation.

Proposents of resnofe patient mond-
toring say using “telebealth™ technolo-
gy also enabled patients liviog in Lom-
munities with limited sccess tomadical
care tohetter monkor their conditions.

Disease management

MedApps' device reles bn “sihre and
forward™ techoology, wihich records in-
[ormaticn smd sends (8 bo g databass vis
phire.

i eampanica have crested tools
Lhat allaw dishefes patients to transmit
data win landling or Intecnel conmec-
tion. MedApps is ooe of justa few com-
pamies, boweser, that are frying to uss
cellphone technalogy.

"Yow don't want to have io be con-
samtly poing back hame 1o have to be
memttored,” Ddcks anid, “This sllows
v 1o o abowt your normal business
during the day, travel 1o whersrer pau
want 1o travel to as long as there's cell-
phone conmecti vity around and e mod-
hared,”

If# person s not near a wireless con-
Lo, U sysben can sloce e data
ua ks or her cellphone and send it e the
SCCVED 0 B consclion i3 availsble.

Such a dewice would be especially
hadplul for pareits of chililren whea
have digbetibs, said Morei Zimmerman,
exccutive direcior of the Desert
Soail lvwean clhspier af the Juvenile Dia-
betes Besearch Foundaiion,

“Anything thar we can arm our par-

The MedAgps Inc. story

Kant Ricks fownded MedApps Inc. in Jufy with the help of Brairtrust Group LLC,
2 oeeartium of marketing & product devel pprmsnt expems that Ducks pulled to-

Eethar aaclerin Ehe year,

ThumufmhtﬁMngmpmdLﬂ:'nﬂxmhdphunw;h
slarbup conpiniics using e axpurtises of its ¥ memben,
When Bicks began workirg on the D-PAL prodect. he decided to put it urder the

Braintrust unnbrella.

To date, Didks says he has imvested abowt 3 200,000 of his owm money inbs e
diépps to help pay for a-ﬂrmlrt: from product divelepment o the upcaming pilal

pragram in

The compary also recatred $30,000 from the Reseanch

Institurte for Discase Management Control, 2 Scoltsdale: based ren-prefil orgmai-

Eatian.

The institute receied a $30, 000 grant from Harz Family Bhilznthroples In
m%ﬁhlﬂiwimmm:mﬂmm neakh and

tha smdronmest,

Mpdappes contracted with the Resssrch [rstitife for Disease Management Condral

to devalop the D-PAL systerm,

M coadd cost MedApps betwean 57 million aod $10 million to get the system fo
markt, Dicks aail, The company plans to target large disease-managemnent com-
paries fiest and focus on the consumer rarkel in & couple ol yeari.

SUZAHHE STARESTHE AFITCINA REFUILE
Mediops is about fo test the One Touch
Uira cerice, which checks B diabetes pa-
lient's plucose levels and sends the nead-
ings via cellphore to an onling server

enta wuth 1o balp them mansge their
child™ disheses the hetter,™ =add Fim-

mermag, whonoted thst mmﬂ dis-
betics muost rearra schedules
mmuli.mthatﬁﬁ%:m‘ahm-mgu
leyels

Meza resident Eric Spealmen has
been neing MedApps” ayatem on & trial
buixiz for about o momth

Speelmom, 36, aald be could see o
1sing the sverem conld be a banefit for

— BAndrew lohnsos

older dinbetics but said he measuzes
and recards his biosd-sagar levels, so
he would nol pay 1o use the systam.

“T don't need o murse to call me,” he
il “T ksow when my blaod soger's
lowr. Tinowr when my hlood sugss's high
I dan't peed Enyones o tell me.”

Medipps plans to first markat the
device 1o diseass-manapement comps-
s THl dverses care for Medicars and
Medicaid patients. The ayatam would
codl the coEpenbes about $500, plis a
248 mamthly user fee, Dickes said

Eventually, the sysiEem ookl be
availahle for any diabates petient, b
the campany has nat yet determined a
cost.

A svepam like D-PAL could help ploe-
sicians pather more sccurnte dota an
dinbemes pationts, exdd Dr. Krls Vijay,
wha has a background in endocrinology
& nom wne s an Sonttsdale Capdiovas-
ilar Canter and Saottsdale Cardimas-
cilar Research Insrioote.

Vijay said getting dinbetes patiests
tokeep track of thedr hlced -sugar levala
dally ig oftén 4 chiallangs for doctors.

Raach the g tiT aE
ardrewjelmsenidarizone
rapubite.coms or (F02 FHd-0200,




